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In 1832 Henry Cotton wrote the FIVE BOOKS OF THE MACCABEES ς which 
you can get on PDF ς this presentation is going to be on what he calls the 
1st .ƻƻƪΦ  {ƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǎǘǊƛƪƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ 

like the Exodus, this time period which is around 217 BC has all the 
HALLMARKS of what Yahuah did for His people. 
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Hebrews, unable, by their numbers and position, to maintain their independence as a 
state, we find them falling alternately under the sway of Syria or of Egypt; and suffering 

perpetual annoyance from the mutual quarrels which arose between these states, in 
ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ǇŜǊǎŜŎǳǘƛƻƴǎΧŜƴǘŜǊ tǘƻƭŜƳȅ Philopater (217 BC) 
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One short bright space in their history succeeds, 

when resistance to religious tyranny procured 

for them civil freedom also : when under the 

leadership of the Asmonsean princes they obtained, 

not merely independence, but some portion of 
renown and splendour. 
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King of Egypt from 222 to 
205 B.C.; hero of the events 
described in Dan. xi. 11-12. 

The passage in question 
refers to battles between 
him and Antiochus the 

Great, more especially the 
decisive battle at Raphia 

(217 B.C.), in which Ptolemy 
won a brilliant victory, and 
by that very fact showed 

himself to be a much more 
able ruler than is commonly 

supposed. 

Ptolemy IV Philopator, (Greek: 
ά[ƻǾƛƴƎ Iƛǎ CŀǘƘŜǊέύ 

(born c. 238 BCEτdied 
205 BCE), 

Macedonian king of Egypt (reig
ned 221ς205 BC), under whose 
feeble rule, heavily influenced 

by favorites, much of 
Ptolemaic Syria was lost and 

native uprisings began to 
disturb the internal stability of 

Egypt. 
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Daniel 11:11 
  And the king of the south will become furious, and he will go and he will battle against 

him, against the king of the north; and he will muster a great multitude, and the multitude 
will be given into his hand. 
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The Thalamegos of Ptolemy IV 

Daniel 11:12 
When the multitude is carried off, his heart will be exalted and he will overthrow tens of 

thousands, but he will not prevail. 

The huge twin-hulled catamaran was commissioned 

by Hellenistic king Ptolemy IV Philopator for 
himself and his wife Arsinoe III ca. 200  
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This first book of Maccabees is 

commonly known as the third, contains 

the history of not more than eight or 

nine years. 

It opens with the battle of Raphia, 

which was fought between 

Antiochus the Great, king of 

Syria, and Ptolemy IV Philopator, 

king of Egypt ; in the third year of 

the 140th Olympiad,ðof Rome 

537,ðof the Seleucidae 96,ð
before Yahusha 217BC. 
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The principal event recorded in it is the attempted punishment and 

extraordinary deliverance of the Hebrews at Alexandria. This transaction, as 
we learn from chap. 2 took place during the high priesthood of Simon, son 

of Onias, who succeeded to that office in the year B. C. 211. 
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Now when Philopator learned from those 

who returned, that Antiochus had taken away the places which had 

been under his dominion, he gave orders to all his forces, both 

foot and horse, to march : and taking with him his sister Arsinoe, he 

proceeded as far as the parts about Raphia, where Antiochus and his 

army had pitched their camp. 
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A man named Theodotus, who had been a friend of Ptolemy decided he was 
going to kill Ptolemy that night, intending to put an end to the war.  As it would 
ƘŀǇǇŜƴΣ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿŀǎ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴǘƻ tǘƻƭŜƳȅΩǎ ǘŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ 

was unsuccessful!! 
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Now when a sharp battle took place, and success 

seemed rather to favor Antiochus, Arsinoe 

went frequently up and down among the troops; 

and exhorted them with lamentation and tears, 

having her hair in disorder, to fight manfully for 

themselves and for their children and wives; 

promising to give to every one, if they conquered, two 

mina (32 shekels) of gold as a reward. 
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By which means it came to pass that their enemies 

were destroyed in the battle, and many of them were 
taken prisoners also. 
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Ptolemy therefore, having overcome this treachery, determined to go and 

encourage the neighboring cities; by doing which, and by making 

presents to their temples, he made his subjects to be full of courage. 

But when the Hebrews had sent to him 

some of their council and elders, to 

salute him and to bring with them 

presents, and to congratulate with him 

on past events ; it came to pass that he 

felt a stronger desire to take a journey 

to them with all speed. 
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aǊΦ /ƻǘǘƻƴΩǎ ōƻƻƪ ƛǎ ŀ 
ƎǊŜŀǘ ǊŜŀŘΣ ǎƻ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ 
paraphrasing incidents to 
ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ¸ŀƘǳŀƘΩǎ ƳƛǊŀŎƭŜǎ Σ 
 
Now Ptolemy wanted to 
go into the most Set Apart 
room of the temple, which 
we know is NOT allowed ς 
even the High Priest can 
only go in perhaps once a 
year. 
 
Ptolemy thought that if he 
could go into the pagan 
temples without objection 
then he should be able to 
do that here!!! 
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As expected the priests fell down in their 
set-apart garments and prayed to Yahuah 
to assist them in this distress, they filled 

the temple with their tears and cries. 
 

Those that were in the city came running, 
everyone came to the temple.  There 

were those that wanted to arm 
themselves as they would courageously 

die for the Torah of their fathers. 
 

Most of the people, however, continued 
praying to Yahuah. 
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Now from the reiterated and vehement cry of the multitude united 

together there was an inconceivable sort of noise: for one might 

suppose that not the men alone, but the very walls and the ground 

echoed again; as if the whole multitude at that time chose to die rather 
than that place should be profaned. 
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Thereupon the high priest Simon, 

bowing his knees before the set apart 

place, and spreading out his hands in 

reverent form, made the following 

prayer: 
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" O Yahuah, Eternal, King 

" of heaven, and ruler of all creation, Set-Apart in the 

Most Set-Apart place, the only Governor, the Almighty; 

ð 

" give ear unto us who are afflicted by this wicked and profane man, puffed up with insolence and 

strength. For you, who has created all things, and rules all things, you are the righteous Governor, and 

judges those who do anything in insolence and pride. You did destroy them who in former times 

worked wickedness, among whom were the giants, trusting in their strength and courage, by bringing 

upon them an immense mass of water. You did burn up with fire and brimstone the Sodomites, 

workers of wickedness, who were infamous for their iniquities; and made them an example to those 
who should come afterward. 
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You showed your dominion by trying the vaunting bold 

Pharaoh, (who had enslaved Your people the set-apart 

Israel,) with many and various kinds of punishment, whereby you made 

known Your great strength. And when he pursued them with his chariots 

and the multitude of his troops, You did drown him in the depth of the sea: 

and did carry through unhurt those who trusted on You, the Almighty of 

the whole creation. Who also, after they had experienced the works of 

Your hands, praised You the Almighty. 
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