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In Part 11B we will be looking at the Samaritans. There is a lot to get through 

so we are going to jump right in.  We will be on page 36 in the PDF. We are 
going to leave the footnotes in the PDF for space reasons . The thing we want 
to focus on is that there is another side of the history that no one is talking 
about. We are given specific impressions about certain people from only one 
side. Our opinion is as always, no one wears a total white or black hat, but we 
have to be aware that there òmore to the storyó than we have been told. 
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The Works of Early Jewish Scribes & Copyists 
http://www.swartzentrover.com/cotor/Bible/Bible/OT/The% 20Works% 20of%20Early%20Je
wish%20Scribes% 20&%20Copyists.htm  

Though this is a very interesting list, it is incomplete as they do not mention who 
was before Ezra. Ezra found scrolls in the temple rubble, so somebody had to have 

written them. We understand that we may not know who they were but to not 
mention that it did not start with Ezra is bit misleading.  

For example, what about the Samaritan Texts ? If we donõt explore all the old 
Semitic texts at our disposal, we may be missing a lot of gems. So before we 
get to the òJewishó scribes and copyists lets learn about the Samaritans, who 

in fact are of Hebrew ancestry.  

http://www.bl.uk/onlinegallery/sacredtexts/samarpent.html  

Samaritan Pentateuch 

This is one of the most significant manuscripts in the British Library's 
collections relating to the Samaritans, a sect of Judaism that split off from 
the mainstream over 1600 years ago. It reveals the Samaritan descendants 

of the Israelites who were not exiled by the Assyrians in 722 BCE.  

http://www.bl.uk/onlinegallery/sacredtexts/samarpent.html
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Samaritan Pentateuch, Damascus, Syria, 1339 . Exodus 20  

The Samaritans (from the Hebrew shomronim, the 'Observant Ones') are a religious and 
ethnic sect, claiming to preserve the scribal tradition of copying manuscripts of the 

Pentateuch. Some features of their faith are identical to Judaism (belief in one Deity , and in 
the Torah as Yahuah's word dictated to Moses) while others differ significantly (they do not 
accept Jewish laws, or the pronouncements of early rabbis in collections called the Mishnah 

and Talmud).  
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http://www.bible -history.com/Samaritans/SAMARITANSBrief_History.htm l 

http://www.bible-history.com/Samaritans/SAMARITANSBrief_History.htm
http://www.bible-history.com/Samaritans/SAMARITANSBrief_History.htm
http://www.bible-history.com/Samaritans/SAMARITANSBrief_History.htm
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To be clear, the People of the North were from the 10 tribes of Israel. 
For the Hebrews in the south to be so bigoted regarding a mixed tribe 

must have missed a good chunk of the Exodus story. Anyone who declares 
Yahuah and becomes a Torah family member is in the family! What exactly 

was the difference of the south being in exiled Babylon and still being 
separate or what was left of the 10 tribes in the North staying separate 

from the pagans brought in the country? Qodesh is Qodesh! 

http://www.bible-history.com/Samaritans/SAMARITANSBrief_History.htm
http://www.bible-history.com/Samaritans/SAMARITANSBrief_History.htm
http://www.bible-history.com/Samaritans/SAMARITANSBrief_History.htm
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Jacob ben Aaron ben Shelamah was the Samaritan high priest from 1861 until his 
death in 1916. Born in Nablus in 1841, Jacob ben Aaron was not only the spiritual 

leader of his people, he also represented the Samaritans to Western scholars who, in 
the late nineteenth century, had begun to take an interest in the history and customs 

of the Samaritan people. 
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In his writings Jacob ben Aaron expresses traditional Samaritan views and sometimes 
engages in polemics against Judaism and the Jewish community. Nevertheless, Jacob ben 
!ŀǊƻƴΩǎ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ƻŦ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ 

Samaritan culture, beliefs, and practices. 

https://www.jerusalemperspective.com/15601/  

Although he was a high priest, copyist of sacred texts, translator and author, Jacob 
ben Aaron was a poor man whose family, together with the rest of the Samaritan 
community, suffered hardships under Ottoman rule.[10] Of his ten children, eight 
ŘƛŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŦŜǘƛƳŜΦ Lƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŜƴǘŀǘŜǳŎƘΩǎ ƘŜ ŎƻǇƛŜŘΣ WŀŎƻō ǿǊƻǘŜ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƛǎ 
sorrow over the deaths of three of his children who died in the period during which 

the Pentateuch was being prepared: 

 L ƭŀōƻǊŜŘ ƘŀǊŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ¢ƻǊŀƘΧŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǳƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊƛŦŜ 
and grief which came upon me from the death of my three children. And a change 

came upon me as in fasting I considered the distress which had come upon me in His 
name. I was motivated to proceed with this Torah and I was not able to contain my 

ōƛǘǘŜǊƴŜǎǎΣ ōǳǘ L ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǎǘƻǇΧ 
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In a future study we will see 
that there was blame on both 

sides. Nothing is ever as it 
appears to be.  

Praying on Mt. Gerizim (1900) 
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Yahusha never comes out and condemns them like the Sadducees and 
Pharisees at Jerusalem and after all he was also from the north. Just 
like all families, and like our own country North and South issues this 

will have to be reconciled at some point. Now that we got the overview 
letõs really dig in.(We will be replacing JC with Yahusha and G with 
Yahuah). This is really well researched and raises a lot of issues.  
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https://faculty.gordon.edu/hu/bi/ted_hildebrandt/ntesources/ntarticles/gtj-nt/brindle-samaritans-gtj.htm 

THE ORIGIN AND HISTORY OF THE SAMARITANS 

WAYNE  A. BRINDLE INTRODUCTION  

RELATIONS between the Jews and the Samaritans were always strained. 
Yahusha ben Sirach (ca. 180 B.C.) referred to the Samaritans as "the 

foolish people that dwell in Shechem" (Sir 50:26). There is a tradition that 
300 priests and 300 rabbis once gathered in the temple court in 

Jerusalem to curse the Samaritans with all the curses in the Law of 
Moses.  

The Samaritans are important to biblical studies for several reasons:1 
 (1) They claim to be the remnant of the kingdom of Israel, specifically of the tribes 

of Ephraim and Manasseh, with priests of the line of Aaron/Levi.  
(2) They possess an ancient recension of the Pentateuch which. is non-Masoretic 
and shows close relationship to a text type underlying both the LXX and some 
Hebrew manuscripts among the Dead Sea Scrolls, and are therefore important 

both for textual criticism of the OT as well as the study of the history of Hebrew. 

https://faculty.gordon.edu/hu/bi/ted_hildebrandt/ntesources/ntarticles/gtj-nt/brindle-samaritans-gtj.htm
https://faculty.gordon.edu/hu/bi/ted_hildebrandt/ntesources/ntarticles/gtj-nt/brindle-samaritans-gtj.htm
https://faculty.gordon.edu/hu/bi/ted_hildebrandt/ntesources/ntarticles/gtj-nt/brindle-samaritans-gtj.htm
https://faculty.gordon.edu/hu/bi/ted_hildebrandt/ntesources/ntarticles/gtj-nt/brindle-samaritans-gtj.htm
https://faculty.gordon.edu/hu/bi/ted_hildebrandt/ntesources/ntarticles/gtj-nt/brindle-samaritans-gtj.htm
https://faculty.gordon.edu/hu/bi/ted_hildebrandt/ntesources/ntarticles/gtj-nt/brindle-samaritans-gtj.htm
https://faculty.gordon.edu/hu/bi/ted_hildebrandt/ntesources/ntarticles/gtj-nt/brindle-samaritans-gtj.htm
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 (3) They appear several times in the NT, especially in Luke, John, and Acts, 
and may provide the background for controversies related in Ezra, 

Nehemiah, and other post-exilic writings.  
(4) They provide much insight into the cosmopolitan nature of Palestinian  

religion and politics before and at the time of Yahusha.  
(5) At one time, the community was large enough to exercise 

considerable influence in Palestine, Egypt, Syria, and even Rome.  
(6) And they were important enough to be a subject of controversy in 

Josephus and Rabbinic literature (notable among which are many 
references in the Mishnah and an extra tractate in the Talmud). 

The sources for a history of the Samaritans are predominantly 
anti-Samaritan: 2 Kings 17; Ezra and Nehemiah; Sir 50:25-26; 2 

Macc 6:2; the Assyrian Annals of Sargon; the Elephantine Papyri; 
the Mishnah; the Babylonian Talmud (Masseket Kutim); Some of 
the New Testament (Matthew, Luke, John, Acts); and Josephus 

(especially Ant 9, 11, 12, 13, 18, 20).2   


