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“The illusion of freedom will continue
as long as it's profitable to continue
the illusion. At the point where the
illusion becomes too expensive to

maintain, they will just take down
the scenery, they will pull back the
curtains, they will move the tables
and chairs out of the way and you
will see the brick wall at the back of
the theater."

Frank Zappa
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Hosea 4:1
Hear and heed the discourse, speech, promise and w
children of, I & K,Ndr Y@hugh has a dispute, contenti
against and with the inhabitants of the land. There ,
trustworthiness, fidelity or loyalty, benevolence, mercy or goo
is no understanding, discernment, or knowledge of Yahuah in t
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Hosea 4:2
Swearing, placing under a curse and lying
and deceit, murdering and stealing, with
adultery and idolatry break out,"and
bloodshed and slaughter strikes and
follows bloodshed and slaughter.
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The  ALEPPO
CODEX

- ATrue Story of Obsession,
Faith, and the Pursuit of
an Ancient Bible
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Travelogue of the Aleppo Codex, one of the most
important ancient Biblical manuscripts.

A. Tiberias 930 A.D.

Written in 930 C.E. in the town of Tiberias by the Sea of Galilee, the Aleppo Codex has
traveled widely since its creation by the Masoretes, named for the scholarly notations they
made in the margins of the text (masora, literally “tradition”).

B. Jerusalem c. 1040 A.D.
The codex was purchased by a wealthy man named Israel Ben Simcha of Basra, who

dedicated it to Karaite community of Jerusalem, where the Aleppo Codex was then moved.

C. Fustat 1000

In 1099, the conquering Crusaders seized the manuscript. They did not damage it, however,
because they knew they could get a steep ransom price for it. We know of many ancient
Biblical manuscripts that were ransomed from the Crusaders at this time. The Aleppo Codex

was ransomed, probably by Egyptian Jews, who moved it to Fustat, near Cairo.

D. Aleppo 1400s

By the second half of the 15th century, the codex had somehow made it to Aleppo, Syria—the
community that gave the codex its name. We know that in 1375, a descendant of
Matmonides, Rabbi David Ben Yehoshua, left Egypt and traveled through Palestine to Syria,
taking with him many ancient Biblical manuscripts and finally settling in Damascus and
Aleppo—perhaps the Aleppo Codex was among them. It remained in Aleppo for about 600
years,

E. Jerusalem 1957

In 1957, more than ten years after it was nearly destroyed in a riot, remnants of the king of
ancient Biblical manuscripts were smuggled out of Syria by way of Turkey and brought to
Jerusalem, where they remain today.



The Aleppo Codex, the oldest
: Hebrew Bible in existence today
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housed for half a millennium in

A o L Aleppo, Syria. The codex, also

U . w Wa2™%»  known as the Crown of Aleppo,

wil et & [0 r T was written by scribes called

S , Masoretesin Tiberias Israel,
D’ 3 .5 around 930 C.ELhe Aleppo

Iy Codexis considered to be the

“ o 1m D &ﬁ most authoritative copy of the
¥ A . ey ’ Hebrew Bible. Whildhe Dead Ses
l . k g 3 ‘.. . bd L Scrolls which are a thousand

U&anﬂw ,)w years older than the Aleppo
h T v 1 '"TeEiEl (e Codex contain books from the
P v = 4 Hebrew Bible, the scrolls lack
5 wy bﬂp"‘yﬂ"t 3 vowels (as was the tradition in

W AY . °

-1 ancientt and moderrt Hebrew)

q” 1) ’m - as well as a discussion of differer
r‘“‘;x“ o ?ﬁﬁm textual problems and their
: »
y

~Q
:g
e

solutions. The Aleppo Codex

: : features both vowel markings anc
] v=3"= o marginal notations.
Sy Al -



http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjU66i6ruzQAhUH9GMKHS-PAxcQjRwIBw&url=http://eprajournals.com/&bvm=bv.141320020,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNG8uDVuF_kk5PT1w5dv_9L3TUuG5g&ust=1481553331520636
http://tmcdaniel.palmerseminary.edu/philological resources toc.htm
http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/biblical-topics/hebrew-bible/the-aleppo-codex-online/
http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/biblical-topics/hebrew-bible/the-aleppo-codex-online/
http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/category/daily/biblical-artifacts/dead-sea-scrolls/
http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/category/daily/biblical-artifacts/dead-sea-scrolls/

i Appear|n| imm@m
NG econ Thalf -Mﬁsmmm@:l
Wi | X Wk preserved heafly Intd

SN 17

oo*o‘ Q centurl
I8 ' “ fﬂ.{' Onitedl Nations VOie |
Paestl & and create Independe
nd_e_wlsw State ﬂbﬁ@@mm
Igep an(fpartf qf the A epdo :
| 'é's?'oyed Whal rerr\aine ot The

; sfﬁugg[ga ol ‘o

S neot

.ri

= ey

~ http/mww.biblicalaichaeology S a|Iy/b|bI|cal tgplcs/hebrew-blBTe/the"“‘- D =
= xR ? ~ e . '4 n : A€ ‘ ' COdeX[ = ::S i - .: :,g.;:;;"_:"u.e:\ Easn e TG 2



http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjv6vnggerQAhXmwVQKHfh7D0gQjRwIBw&url=http://www.ibtimes.com/five-years-after-syrian-uprising-began-aleppo-counts-cost-war-2337124&psig=AFQjCNGRHMO2V_xOXSNF_L3ovj880eQVwA&ust=1481472602701395

/07/%9 mc'iigazme t e aleppcP
[codeX my'stery tm - -

conditionithag [nogreveal an

details of itg [ocation har th |
stringent security measures In plac
to]protectitsfcontentsy I 'en ere
hiddenivaultag the Tsrael MuseuEE=s

@m‘-ﬂemanm e Aeppo Cotees

Citheloldes® mos comlete, ek —=——

,faccu‘ra ext of thé Hebrew Bibie=e




M= ”

*
<

2% 4% 28 48 88 4N 4N &
W ¥ WO NN N N

2 4
&

T 4
&

T 4
&4
1 4
&

8 B
{A


http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjCue_yg-rQAhXhgFQKHbOhB0cQjRwIBw&url=http://www.myfreetextures.com/brown-paper-texture-or-parchment-paper-with-ornamental-border-edge/&bvm=bv.141320020,d.cGw&psig=AFQjCNHaFw-9frpu2cbcqXStgfjkboY1qA&ust=1481473143734482
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi7g8e7g-rQAhXjgVQKHfk_C0oQjRwIBw&url=http://www.i24news.tv/en/news/israel/society/98341-160108-the-enduring-mystery-of-the-aleppo-codex&bvm=bv.141320020,d.cGw&psig=AFQjCNHK2g00iGuNd6PhKeVNJ7E3_4Ihlg&ust=1481472089554332
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj8vfbXg-rQAhWmhlQKHQP8Bz4QjRwIBw&url=http://all-free-download.com/free-photos/old-book-paper-background_sort_by_unpopular.html&bvm=bv.141320020,d.cGw&psig=AFQjCNHaFw-9frpu2cbcqXStgfjkboY1qA&ust=1481473143734482
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj8vfbXg-rQAhWmhlQKHQP8Bz4QjRwIBw&url=http://all-free-download.com/free-photos/old-book-paper-background_sort_by_unpopular.html&bvm=bv.141320020,d.cGw&psig=AFQjCNHaFw-9frpu2cbcqXStgfjkboY1qA&ust=1481473143734482

MOSSAD

And the story of how some 200 pages of the codex went misgingnd to this day
remain the object of searches carried out around the globe by biblical scholars, private
AYOSaGAAlr 02NRT aKFIR2geé o0dzaAySaayvYSyr iboh®
of the great mysteries in Jewish history.
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Exterior view of the Shrine of the Book Aleppo codex. In January 1958, the Aleppo
Codex was smuggled out of Syria and sent to Jerusalem to be placed in the care of
the chief rabbi of the Aleppo Jews.

AS a small group of Us Stood!r a circle insidejihe t W
resides, Mic aeMagge “‘U‘ R 2T icdaservali aﬂz@ﬁ dzMr(écIi
a pair of gloves and carefully I'fted one of Its unbound pages, covered with three

columns of beautiful calligraphy, for us to see.
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The first of the Crusades
began in 1095, when
armies of Christians from
Western Europe
responded to Pope Urban

LLQa LX SI
against Muslim forces in
the Holy Land. After the
First Crusade achieved its
goal with the capture of

Jerusalem in 1099, the
invading Christians set up

several Latin Christian
states, even as Muslims in
the region vowed to wage
holy war (jihad) to regain

control over the region.

http://www.history.com/t
opics/crusades



http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi75YLeruzQAhUP4mMKHQrdA6IQjRwIBw&url=http://more-sky.com/group/black-wallpapers-download/&bvm=bv.141320020,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNEzd_YkbxfifJvaPkB_8pNnU_odUA&ust=1481553414928376
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjEt8fRi-rQAhVHh1QKHZosCQoQjRwIBw&url=http://crusades-medieval.blogspot.com/2007/10/first-crusade.html&bvm=bv.141320020,d.cGw&psig=AFQjCNEwZwQDrEnMfaxudJTJUozuARp_Ng&ust=1481474984499032

The reasons for joining
the Crusade varied
widely ¢ remittance from
penance, a desire to see
the Holy Places, greed
for the power and booty
that might be captured.
But the prize at the end
of it all, be it spiritual or
temporal, was the Holy
City of Jerusalem. The
22dz2NySe Qa a
culmination was the long
siege of Jerusalem, at the
end of which the
Crusaders, by a brilliant
tactical maneuver, broke
down its defenses and
poured into the city,
which erupted in a
bloody massacre.
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Near the end of the 13th century, the risinglamluk dynasty in

Egypt provided the final reckoning for the Crusaders, toppling 51 ) ‘ : . -
(1. : b "N\ |

coastal stronghold of Acre anddriving the European invaders pug@ . |
of Palestine and Syria in 1291. 4 i
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Back to the story of the Aleppo
Codex:

Theprosperous Jewish
community of Fustat near Cairo,
paid a huge ransom for it. Later,

in the 12th century, it served
Maimonides, who referred to it
as the most accurate holy text, as
a reference for his major work,
the MishnehTorah
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