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Hosea 4:1 
Hear and heed the discourse, speech, promise and word of Yahuah, O 

children of ̧ ŀǎƘǊŀΩŀƭ, for Yahuah has a dispute, contention and indictment  
against and with the inhabitants of the land.  There is not truthfulness, 

trustworthiness, fidelity or loyalty, benevolence, mercy or goodness, there 
is  no understanding, discernment, or knowledge of Yahuah in the land.  
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Hosea 4:2 
Swearing, placing under a curse and lying 
and deceit, murdering and stealing, with 

adultery and idolatry break out, and 
bloodshed and slaughter strikes and 

follows bloodshed and slaughter. 
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The Aleppo Codex, the oldest 
Hebrew Bible in existence today, 

is so named because it was 
housed for half a millennium in 
Aleppo, Syria. The codex, also 

known as the Crown of Aleppo, 
was written by scribes called 
Masoretes in Tiberias, Israel, 
around 930 C.E. The Aleppo 

Codex is considered to be the 
most authoritative copy of the 

Hebrew Bible. While the Dead Sea 
Scrollsτwhich are a thousand 
years older than the Aleppo 

Codexτcontain books from the 
Hebrew Bible, the scrolls lack 
vowels (as was the tradition in 

ancientτand modernτHebrew) 
as well as a discussion of different 

textual problems and their 
solutions. The Aleppo Codex 

features both vowel markings and 
marginal notations.  
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ALEPPO, SYRIA ς CURRENT TIMES 

Appearing in Aleppo, Syria, sometime in the 
second half of the 15th century, the Aleppo 

Codex was preserved nearly intact in a 
synagogue for centuriesτuntil the 20th 

century. After the 1947 United Nations vote to 
partition Palestine and create independent 
Arab and Jewish states, riots broke out in 

Aleppo, and parts of the Aleppo Codex were 
destroyed. What remained of the codex was 
smuggled out of Aleppo and brought to Israel 
in 1957. The Aleppo Codex is now kept at the 
Shrine of the Book wing at the Israel Museum. 

http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/biblical-topics/hebrew-bible/the-
aleppo-codex/ 
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http://www.nytimes.com/2012/07/29/magazine/the -aleppo-
codex-mystery.html 

One day this spring, on the 
condition that I not reveal any 
details of its location nor the 

stringent security measures in place 
to protect its contents, I entered a 
hidden vault at the Israel Museum 
and gazed upon the Aleppo Codex 
τ the oldest, most complete, most 
accurate text of the Hebrew Bible.  



The story of how it arrived here, in Jerusalem, is a tale of ancient fears and 
modern prejudices, one that touches on one of the rawest nerves in Israeli 
society: the clash of cultures between Jews from Arab countries and the 

European Jews, or Ashkenazim, who controlled the country during its formative 
years. 
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And the story of how some 200 pages of the codex went missing τ and to this day 
remain the object of searches carried out around the globe by biblical scholars, private 
ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƻǊǎΣ ǎƘŀŘƻǿȅ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ aƻǎǎŀŘΣ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴŎŜ ŀƎŜƴŎȅ τ is one 

of the great mysteries in Jewish history. 
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Exterior view of the Shrine of the Book Aleppo codex. In January 1958, the Aleppo 
Codex was smuggled out of Syria and sent to Jerusalem to be placed in the care of 

the chief rabbi of the Aleppo Jews. 

As a small group of us stood in a circle inside the vault in which the codex now 
resides, Michael MaggenΣ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ ǇŀǇŜǊ-conservation lab, donned 

a pair of gloves and carefully lifted one of its unbound pages, covered with three 
columns of beautiful calligraphy, for us to see. 
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The pages were made from animal hides that were stretched and bleached and 
Ŏǳǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǇŀǊŎƘƳŜƴǘΤ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊƛōŜΩǎ ƛƴƪ ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ƻŦ ǇƻǿŘŜǊŜŘ ǘǊŜŜ Ǝŀƭƭǎ 

mixed with iron sulfate and black soot. 

http://www.haaretz.com/jewish/books/the-tragedy-of-the-aleppo-codex-1.468399


In Aleppo, Syria, where the codex was safeguarded for six 
centuries, it was believed to possess magical properties. 

It was said that women who looked upon it would 
become pregnant, that those who held the keys to its 
safe were blessed, that anyone who stole or sold the 

codex was cursed and that a terrible plague would wipe 
out the Jewish community if it were removed from their 

synagogue. 
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The courtyard of the Great Synagogue of Aleppo 

At the tops of some of the pages, the Aleppo elders inscribed a warning 
to would-ōŜ ǘƘƛŜǾŜǎΥ ά{ŀŎǊŜŘ ǘƻ ¸ŀƘǿŜƘΣ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎƻƭŘ ƻǊ ŘŜŦƛƭŜŘΦέ !ƴŘ 
ŜƭǎŜǿƘŜǊŜΥ ά/ǳǊǎŜŘ ōŜ ƘŜ ǿƘƻ ǎǘŜŀƭǎ ƛǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŎǳǊǎŜŘ ōŜ ƘŜ ǿƘƻ ǎŜƭƭǎ ƛǘΦέ 

Among some parties, those fears persist even today. 
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tomb of Bahya ben Asher ibn Halawa, also known as Rabbeinu Behaye 

According to tradition, early in the sixth century, a group of 
sages led by the Ben-Asher family in Tiberias, on the Sea of 

Galilee, undertook the task of creating a formal and final text.  
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Hammat Tiberias synagogue floor 

The use of codex technology τ a method that made it possible 
to record information on both sides of a page, in book form, as 

a cheaper alternative to scrolls τ had already evolved in 
Rome. Around A.D. 930, the sages in Tiberias assembled all 24 
holy books and completed the writing of the codex, the first 

definitive Tanakh, or Hebrew Bible. 
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From Tiberias, the codex was 
taken to Jerusalem. But Crusaders 

laid waste to the city in 1099, 
slaughtering its inhabitants and 

taking the codex.  
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The first of the Crusades 
began in 1095, when 

armies of Christians from 
Western Europe 

responded to Pope Urban 
LLΩǎ ǇƭŜŀ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǿŀǊ 

against Muslim forces in 
the Holy Land. After the 
First Crusade achieved its 
goal with the capture of 
Jerusalem in 1099, the 

invading Christians set up 
several Latin Christian 

states, even as Muslims in 
the region vowed to wage 
holy war (jihad) to regain 
control over the region. 

http://www.history.com/t
opics/crusades 
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The reasons for joining 
the Crusade varied 

widely ς remittance from 
penance, a desire to see 
the Holy Places, greed 

for the power and booty 
that might be captured. 
But the prize at the end 
of it all, be it spiritual or 
temporal, was the Holy 
City of Jerusalem. The 
ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΩǎ ǎǇŜŎǘŀŎǳƭŀǊ 

culmination was the long 
siege of Jerusalem, at the 

end of which the 
Crusaders, by a brilliant 
tactical maneuver, broke 
down its defenses and 
poured into the city, 
which erupted in a 
bloody massacre.  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj20-iCr-zQAhUX52MKHWg9BWcQjRwIBw&url=http://asia.org.sg/&bvm=bv.141320020,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNGwHiSBaxgp5si5NcpK0cyY2RIJVA&ust=1481553487992436
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjbgOfKjOrQAhUqwFQKHbcRBkcQjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/302585668688670798/&bvm=bv.141320020,d.cGw&psig=AFQjCNEwZwQDrEnMfaxudJTJUozuARp_Ng&ust=1481474984499032


After spending two years fighting the Muslims, reconquering land for the 
Byzantines; faced with starvation, disease and near annihilation, the 

crusaders finally accomplished what they had set out to do; what their pope 
had urged them to do. Jerusalem was restored to Christian rule once again. 

Certainly not on peaceful terms though. 

http://www.crusadesandcrusaders.com/2014/03/1
8/siege-jerusalem-1099-savage-massacre-typical-

post-siege-violence/ 
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Maddened by victory, the crusaders rushed through the streets, killing everyone in sight. 
They beheaded men, rapaciously raped and murdered women and children. Historian 

Steven Runciman ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǎǎŀŎǊŜ ŀǘ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳ ΨŜƳǇǘƛŜŘ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ aǳǎƭƛƳ 
ŀƴŘ WŜǿƛǎƘ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘŀƴǘǎΦΩ ό! IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ǊǳǎŀŘŜǎΥ ¢ƘŜ CƛǊǎǘ /ǊǳǎŀŘŜΦ ±ƻƭΦмΣ ǇΦ нутύ 

Thomas Asbridge painted the crusaders in the same dark colour: he referred to them as 
ΨōƭƻƻŘ-ƘǳƴƎǊȅΣ ǊŀǾŜƴƛƴƎ ǇŀŎƪǎ ǿƘƻ ƻǾŜǊǊŀƴ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ /ƛǘȅΦΩ ό¢ƘŜ /ǊǳǎŀŘŜǎΥ ¢ƘŜ 

!ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘŀǘƛǾŜ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ ²ŀǊ CƻǊ ¢ƘŜ Iƻƭȅ [ŀƴŘΣ ǇΦ млмύ IŜ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǿǊƛǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǘƘŜ 
Frankish massacre was not simply a feral outburst of bottled rage; it was a prolonged 
callous campaign of killing that lasted at least two days and it left the city awash with 

ōƭƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǘǘŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻǊǇǎŜǎΦΩ όǇΦ млнύ 

http://historywallcharts.eu/view/the-siege-of-jerusalem-by-the-first-crusade


After the Siege of Jerusalem (1099) during the First Crusade, the 
Crusaders held the codex and other holy works for ransom (along with 

Jewish survivors). 
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Deteriorating relations between the Crusaders and their Christian allies 
in the Byzantine Empire culminated in the sack of Constantinople in 

1204 during the Third Crusade. 
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Near the end of the 13th century, the rising Mamluk dynasty in 
Egypt provided the final reckoning for the Crusaders, toppling the 
coastal stronghold of Acre and driving the European invaders out 

of Palestine and Syria in 1291. 
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Back to the story of the Aleppo 
Codex: 

 
The prosperous Jewish 

community of Fustat, near Cairo, 
paid a huge ransom for it. Later, 

in the 12th century, it served 
Maimonides, who referred to it 

as the most accurate holy text, as 
a reference for his major work, 

the Mishneh Torah. 
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