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We’ve come to the end of 2"? Book of the
Maccabees:
What did we learn?

1. You need at least 5 brothers
2. There were only 4 names for kings:
Antiochus, Ptolemy, Demetrius and maybe
Alexander
3. There was NO miracle of the oil, it was the
Miracle of Yahuah!!
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That with Yahuah, it’s 3
against 3 thousand and you
can still win. It’s all about
placing your Trust in Yahuah
our Eternal!! He will never let

you down!!!
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Now in the hundred threescore and twelfth year (141 BC), King Demetrius gathered his forces
together, and went into Media (countries subject to the Parthians, under Arsaces or more

5/26/2018 properly Mithridates), to get him help to fight against Tryphon. 5
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But when Arsaces, the king of Persia
and Media, heard that Demetrius
was entered within his borders, he
sent one of his princes, to take him
alive: who went and smote the host
of Demetrius, and took him, and
brought him to Arsaces, and he put
him in ward (under guard).




As for the land of Judah, that was quiet all the days of Simon; for he sought
the good of his nation in such wise, as that evermore his authority and
honor pleased them well.
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He provided victuals for the cities,
and set in them all manner of
munition, so that his honorable
name was renowned to the end
/ of the world.
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any leftiin the Iand to fight
againstithem: yes, the kings
themselves'were overthrowniin

those/days:
Y ;\‘




Moreover,helstrengthened/allithoselofihis!
people\whoiwerelbroughtilow:ithejTorahlhe!

searchedloutiandevery/condemnerfofithe
Torah'andwicked p]e.r'sfon A REEVA R
beautified the/sanctuaryand/multipliedithe
vesselslofithe/sanctuary: |
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. Now it was heard at Rome, and as
far as Sparta, that Jonathan was
dead; and they were very sorry.
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high priest, and the elders and priests, and
residue of the people of the Hebrews, our
brothers, send greetings:”
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“The ambassadors who were sent.to our,people} @Eﬂﬁi{]mmmaﬁ]m
wherefore we were glad of their,coming: and/did|registerithelthingsiwhichithey/spokelinjthe’
councillofithe]peoplejjinjthisimanner.

At AV .
Numenlus son; of’Antlochus and Antipater
y, son of Jason, the Hebrews ambassadors, came
ol . unto us to renew the frlendshlp which they

had with us.”
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“For he and his brothers, and the house of his father, have
established Israel, and chased away in fight their enemies from
them, and confirmed their liberty.”

20
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"The elghteenth dam month EIuI (August), |r¢|¢t“he s
hundred t%mand twelfth year bein .the thlrd
( 'moﬁtmrs%h‘pnest ‘at Saram:ﬁ‘n'hhe great

fth neg{bs\sng people and rulers'f :
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“Forasmuch as oftentimes *
theere been-wars in
the! coun.try, and Simon the, »
/1 B Wy
son/of Mattathias, the son
of; the.sons of Jarib, and his
*brothers, have put
themselves in jeopardy;
and have resisted the
enemles of their nation,
Y that their sanctuary and
Torah mlght be mamtamed;
and; have‘honored their
nation wﬂ:h-great honor:”
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"Having gathered his nation together, and|beenitheirhigh]priest)
was added to his people; their enemies purposeditolinvadejtheir.

country, that they might destroy it, and lay hands onithe!

sanctuary:
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yAtwhichitimelSimon]rose!
upNandifoughtifoghisination’

andfspentimuchlofihisfown
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*he fortlfled Joppe
mﬂﬂ{bﬂha uponithe sea‘i‘and

Gazaralwhichlborders|upon)
'Azotusiwhereithelenemies'had|

dlmnan{l ;
furnlshedr
thlngs convenient!

mforsthe reparatlon thereof:”




“The people therefore, seeing the acts of Simon, and "
to what glory he thought to bring his nation, made him
their-governor, and chief priest; because he had done
allithese things, and for the justice and faith which he
. -.-akept‘tb}hislrl‘étjgn; and for that he sought by all means
e tO gxa}!i his People.”
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 “For in his days things prospered in his handsysoithatithe heathen|were taken out of
ir country, and they also which werelin|thelcity/of/Davidlin/Jerusalem, who had
mmammmmmmmm £
sanctuary, and|didimuch’hurtlinithe set-apartiplaces:* ¥
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% take charge of the sanctuary, to set them over their works,
and over the country, and over the armor, and over the
fortresses; that (/ say) he should take charge of the
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BEBESidesithisithatihelshould|belobeyed|bylevery/man$
andjthatfallithelwritingslinithelcountry/should|be]
imadelinlhisinameNandithatjhelshouldlbelclothedlin!
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IRPACOSI A lso\thatlitishouldbellawfullforinonelofithelpeoplelorpriestsitolbreakiany/of;
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. tables of brass, and to set.them uplwithi
the compass of the/sanctuanyjinla
.= ‘.« conspicuous place;alsoito IEWE[}){!}IQ
#% " copies thereof in the treasury,toithelend

o g26/2018 that Simon and his sons might'have them?
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Moreover, Antiochus son of
Demetrius the king, sent letters from
the isles (Crete) of the sea (140 BC),
to Simon the priest, and prince of the
Hebrews, and to all the people.
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contents whereof wereithese: mm@mmmmmmm
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hislnation;; and ol the’ peoplé‘of;he Hebrews}greetings:lForasmuchlasicertain|pestilent

S a2 P e D%

Simen (Tryphon"and supporters) ‘have usurped the klngdom offourfathers¥and; myjpurpose

RS A B e N B L
2is to chaIIengl’e‘ 19 agaln that may\brestore itsto; the oId estate; and tothatlend have
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“My intention also being to go through the country tha
| may punish them which have destroyed our country,
and made my cities in the kingdom desolate: now
therefore | confirm to you all the immunities which the "2

kings before me granted you and whatsoever gifts
besides they granted.”

by L ol
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“And if anything be, or shall be owing to the king, let it be forgiven thee from this time forth

forevermore. Furthermore, when we have obtained our kingdom, we will honor you, and your

nation, and your temple, with great honor, so that your honor shall be known throughout the

world."
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Dora, which|lies|by,the/sea:side|(139,BC);
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For he saw that troubles came upon him all at once, and that his forces had

forsaken him (Tryphon). Then camped Antiochus against Dora, and with him

an hundred anditwenty,thousand men of war, and eight thousand
: horsemen.
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friends and confederates, came to us, to renew the old friendship and league, being sent
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- "And»the§h£3ught a sh|eld of gold of a thousand mlnae
(pounds)'We}houghtllt good thereforeto wrlte to the {d
\ \ kings and?ﬁuntrles that they should do. them no harm), nor ’[

o - ‘ flght agalnst them thelr C|t|es or. countrles nor.yet aid
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thelr enemies agamst them
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“It seemed also good to us to receive the
shield from them. If therefore there be any
pestilent fellows who have fled from their
country to you, deliver them to Simon the
high priest that he may punish them
according to their Torah."
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[5 \ L The same thlngs he wrote IlkeW|se to Demetrlus (Nicator — of
Syria) the king, and Attalus (Pergamus), to Ariarathes
ANU (Cappadocia), and Arsaces (Parthia); and to all the countries
(friendly to the Romans), and to Sampsames (Lampsacus): and
* the Lacedaemonians, and to Delus, and Myndus, and Sicyon, and -
3 V[ Caria, and Samos, and Pamphylia, and Lycia, and Halicarnassus, J N\ L
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Coin of Simon
Maccabee

And the copy hereof they wrote to Simon the high priest. So Antiochus the king camped
against Dora the second day, bringing his forces against it continually, and making engines; and
he shut up Tryphon, that he could neither go in nor out.
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------------
--------------

whereof you have gotten dominion W|thout the borders of Judaea (o]} else, give me for them

five hundred talents of silver; and for the harm which you have done, and the tributes of the
°/2¢ities, another five hundred talents: |f_. not, welwilllcome _an:dlsubdue you in fight.”*°



So Athenobius the king's friend came to Jerusalem: and
when he saw the glory of Simon, and the cupboard of gold
and silver plate, and his great attendance, he was
astonished, and told him the king's message.
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Then answered Simon, and said to
him, “We have neither taken other
men's land, nor holdings that which
belong to others, but the inheritance
of our fathers, which our enemies had
wrongfully in possession a certain
time.

“Wherefore we, having the opportunity, hold the inheritance of
our fathers. But as for Joppe and Gazara which you demand,
although they did great harm to the people in our country, yet

will we give an hundred talents for them.”
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Wherefore Simon called his two
eldest sons, Judas and John, and
said to them; “l and my brothers,
and my father's house, have ever
from our youth to this day fought
against the enemies of Israel; and
things have prospered so well in
our hands, that we have dellvered
Israel oftentlmes. .
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iThat{doneXheldivided|hisimenfand/setithelhorsemenlinithe]midstiof;
thelfootmen:ifonthelenemy;sihorsemenjwerelverylmany3Thenithey;
soundedjwithjthelsetzapartitrtumpets:iwhereuponiGendebseusiandlhis}
hostiwere]putitolflightisoithatimanylofithemiwerelslainffandjthe
remnantifleditojthefstronghold?




IAtithatitimelwasludasMohnisibrother)
wounded:{butiohnistillifollowed[aftegthem?
untillhelcamejtolGedron](Kidron)Swhich

Cendebaeuslhad|built{up¥




(Knd they fled even unto the towers in the
fle!‘gs of Azotus) wherefore he burnt it with
f|re SO ) that there were slain of them about
two thousand men. Afterward he returned
'x |nto the land/of Judah in peace.
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Moreover, Ptolemaeus theson of/Abubus was|

made captainjoverthelplainofJerichoj(135

BC);land|hehad/abundance ofjsilver;and/gold)
forlhelwas thelhighlpriestisison:inzlaw}

Wherefore his heart being lifted up, he
thought to get the country to himself, and
thereupon consulted deceitfully against

Simon and his sons to destroy them
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Now,;Simon was visiting the cities which were in the
country,;and taking care for the good ordering of them:
atiwhichitimelhelcame /down himself to Jericho, with

his'sons/Mattathias'and'Judas, in the hundred
threescore/and sent_h year, inithe/eleventh month,

. A \whichlisithe month Sabat .




AWherelthe'son'of/Abubuslreceiving themn

[deceitfully/intolallittlelnoldAcalledDocus, (2w
@ strong tower, near’ Jericho) awhichlhelhad s
' ’ . B "'.!.' .- — -
builtimadelthemja great banquet:lhowever e
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=S when Simon and h|s sons had drunk largely, Ptolemy

~and his men rose up, and took their weapons, and came

upon Simon into the banqueting-place, and slew him,

and his two sons, and certain of his servants. In which

doing he committed a great treachery, and
recompensed evil for good.

P
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Then Ptolemy wrote these things, and sent to the king,
that he should send him a host to aid him, and he
would deliver him the country and cities.

He sent others also to Gazara to take John: and to the captains of thousands he sent
letters to come to him that he might give them silver and gold and rewards.
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And others he sent to take Jerusalem;and-the mountain of the temple.

Now one had run afore to/Gazara,and,told/Johnithatihis father,and brothers
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Hereof whén he heard, he was sore
%, astonished: so he laid hands on them which
were come to destroy him, and slew them; for
) "~ he knew that they sought to make him away.
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As concerning the rest of the accounts of
John, and his wars and worthy deeds which
he did, and the building of the walls which he
made, and his doings; behold, these are
written in the chronicles of his priesthood,
from the time he was made high priest after
his father.
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Some Maccabean history:

H

ey = S
The canong:uon Hebrew:BlbIels often associated with the
Council of Jamnia (Hebrew:iYavneh), around the year 90 C.E. Rabbi Yochanan
ben Zakkai managed'to escape Jerusalem efore its destruction and received
permission to rebuild a Jewish base in Jamnia. It was there that the contents of
the canon of the Hebrew Bible may have been discussed and formally

accepted.
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Some Maccabean history:

There are varloustheorles tothe-exclusmn of the apocryphal books. One

theory is that onwabooks.wrl_t.tep;orlgmally in Hebrew were considered for inclusion
in the canon. However, ‘the Book of. Daniel, aIthough included within the canon, is
to a large extent written in Aramaic. Even more problematic is the fact that
scholars believe that the First Book of Maccabees was indeed written originally in
Hebrew, therefore meeting the language criterion for inclusion—and yet it is absent
from the biblical canon.
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Some Maccabean history:

It has also been suggested that the'exclusion’of the Books of the Maccabees can be
traced to the political rlvalry that existed during the late Second Temple Period between
the Sadducees and the Pharlsees The Saddu\cees a priestly class in charge of the
Temple, openly rejected the oral mterpretatlons that the Pharisees, the proto-rabbinic
class, openly promoted. The Maccabees were a prlestly family, while the rabbis who
may have determined the final form of the biblical canon at Jamnia were descended
from the Pharisees. Is it possible that the exclusion of the Books of Maccabees was one
of the last salvos in the battle between the Pharisees and Sadducees? Would the rabbis
at Jamnia have been inclined to canonize a document that so clearly praised the priestly

Hasmonean family?
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Some Maccabean history:

-

S ,
The Books of Maccabees descnberevol; Ied by the Maccabean family
against the Syrlan klng, AntlochusEplphanes A couple of centuries later,

Jewish scholars found themselves in Jamnia with the Temple destroyed and

Jerusalem lost. Their circumstances were the result of their own failed revolt

against the Romans.
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Some Maccabean history:

Perhaps they felt it unwise;to promote ajtextithat heralded the successful outcome of a
Jewish revolt. It‘rsnréyﬂlzave both mtet%ally and externally. The Romans
would certainly not Ié%k kindly uponpopularlzatlon of such a text, since it might

very well reintroduce the concept ofdrevolt-to a populatlon desperately trying to
survive the devastating outcome of its own failed attempts. Ironically, this very
internal/external struggle lies at the core of the Hanukkah story, and perhaps it was
this very struggle playing out again in history that prevented the basic texts about
Hanukkah from being included within the biblical canon.
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SO WE COME TO THE
END OF BOOK 2 OF e A
THE MACCABEES : ﬁ ‘ “
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